HISTORY OF THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

A Federd Public Defender office for the Middle District of North Carolinawas approved in
1992. William E. Martin, an atorney from Cary, North Carolina, who had previoudy served as FPD
for the Eastern Didtrict of North Carolina, was appointed asits first Federal Defender. On December
29, 1992, an Adminidrative Assstant, a Pardegd, and a First Assstant were hired and the process of
cresting a new office began.

Over the fallowing four months, while working out of four smdl rooms on the first floor of the
U.S. Courthouse building in Greensboro, space was acquired, equipment and furniture purchased, and
gaff were hired for the headquarters office in Greensboro. The office officidly opened on May 3,
1993, and began accepting case appointments. Staff consisted of the FPD, First Assistant, four
Assigant FPDs, Adminigtrative Assstant, Pardegd, two Investigators, two Legal Secretaries and a
Receptionist. The office was later gpproved for a Computer System Administrator and an additional
secretary. An ungaffed branch office was opened in the Federa Building in Wington-Sdem in the
summer of 1993. In November, 1998, it became a staffed branch office.

In 1997, FPD Martin resigned and Louis C. Allen 111, aloca attorney, was appointed on
August 4, 1997. Since Mr. Allen’s appointment, the office has grown to include a Research and
Writing Attorney and another Assistant FPD.



